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FUTURE BATTERY INDUSTRY 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.06 pm]: I rise today to inform the 
house that Tesla, the world’s largest producer of electric vehicles, will soon be using Western Australian nickel to 
make its batteries. BHP Nickel West Australia will supply Tesla with nickel from its mines at Leinster and Mt Keith, 
in the member for Kalgoorlie’s electorate. BHP and Tesla have agreed to collaborate on ways to make the battery 
supply chain more sustainable, with end-to-end raw material traceability one of the focuses. The announcement 
highlights that Western Australia hosts the best quality raw materials integral to the world’s decarbonisation efforts. 
It also reinforces the level of comfort that global brands have in investing in the state knowing that raw materials 
are responsibly sourced. 
The growing demand for battery technologies presents an opportunity for Western Australia to build on its expertise 
in the resources industry and move further along the value chain into downstream processing. Western Australia 
is the only state to have a clear strategy to support the development of the battery industry. Our state also has all 
the minerals needed to make batteries. The McGowan government’s future battery industry strategy signifies our 
commitment to establishing a world-leading sustainable battery industry in our state. The supply agreement struck 
by Tesla and BHP further emphasises Western Australia’s standing as the number one mining jurisdiction in the 
world. It illustrates the potential of future battery industries to create WA jobs, contribute to skills development 
and economic diversification, and deliver benefits to regional communities. On behalf of the McGowan government, 
I welcome the agreement and I look forward to our state becoming a leader in the future battery industry. 
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